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THE MARATHON BENEVA DE MONTREAL ORGANIZERS
ANNOUNCE THE CANCELLATION OF THE 2021 RACES

Montréal, Tuesday, June 15, 2021 — As of today, the government’s re-opening plan measures and the instructions issued specifically
to the attention of festivals and events do not permit the holding of the Marathon Beneva de Montréal, the great sporting,
participatory and festive gathering that that been planned for this fall. After having considered multiple scenarios, jointly with their
private and public partners, it is with great disappointment that the organizers must cancel the event scheduled for September 24
to 26. However, the City of Montreal intends to renew its support of Evénements GPCQM so that this major event for the city and
for running enthusiasts can be held from September 23 to 25, 2022.

“The Marathon Beneva de Montréal is a historic, signature event for the city. If we consider the restrictions as of now, every
possible scenario would mean a completely watered-down event. We wouldn’t be able to do justice to the scope of the experience
or comply with the many health and operational guidelines, such as site capacity, physical distancing and monitoring along the
courses of up to 42 km, and still satisfy all of our participants,” says Sébastien Arsenault, President and CEO, Evénements GPCQM.
“Right now, there are no guarantees for organizers of large gatherings that any loosening of restrictions will happen by early fall.
Even though forecasts seem optimistic, the fact remains that there is still uncertainty, and the nature of our event requires
significant operational and human planning that could not be arranged at the last minute. There are limits to agility, especially
when you will be occupying public space and requiring extensive deployment of public services. It therefore seems more respectful
and responsible to postpone our appointment with running enthusiasts to 2022, when the experience will be up to expectations.”

“As the title partner of the Marathon Beneva de Montréal, we agree with Evénements GPCQM'’s decision to cancel its September
races, and are already looking forward enthusiastically to the 2022 edition,” says Martin Robert, Executive Vice-President and
Lead — Talent, Culture and Communication of Beneva, born from the coming together of La Capitale and SSQ Insurance. “Although
the event will not be held this year, Beneva’s commitment remains unchanged: to promote engaging in sports and adopting healthy
lifestyle habits, which provide so many health benefits. That’s why we’re still encouraging people to put on their running shoes and
get moving, and saying: See you next year!”

“After announcing the cancellation of the Grands Prix Cyclistes de Québec et de Montréal just a few days ago, it’s obviously very
sad for us to now be putting the Marathon Beneva de Montréal on hold, when we have only just taken over the event,” Arsenault
adds. “But we are proud of this return to our roots, that we’ve been able to share our vision of the event and build significant public
and private partnerships. We would like to thank all our partners and stakeholders for their commitment and support during this
period of uncertainty. And lastly, we thank everyone who registered for placing their trust in us, and we look forward to seeing
them next year. Over the next 15 months, we’ll be actively providing support and guidance as they prepare for their 2022
challenge.”

REFUNDS

> Participants registered for the 2021 event have the option of receiving a full refund of their registration (including transaction
fees), or a deferral to 2022.

> During the registration process, participants were invited to donate to organizations supported by the Marathon Beneva de
Montréal. To encourage them to maintain their gift, the race organizers, with the support of Beneva, have decided to match their

donations and thus increase the total contribution.

> For more details: https://mtlmarathon.com/en/procedure-participants/



https://mtlmarathon.com/en/
https://beneva.ca/en
https://gpcqm.ca/en/
https://mtlmarathon.com/en/procedure-participants/

ABOUT THE MARATHON BENEVA DE MONTREAL

The first major international marathon in Canada and the largest running event in Québec for the past 30 years, the Marathon
Beneva de Montréal brings together runners of all levels of performance, as well as the general public, in search of a memorable
urban experience that showcases Montréal in all its diversity. The Marathon Beneva de Montréal is produced by Evénements
GPCQM and relies on the indispensable support of public and private partners: the City of Montreal, the Government of Quebec,
Beneva, the coming together of La Capitale and SSQ Insurance, and Sports Experts.

ABOUT EVENEMENTS GPCQM

Evénements GPCQM is the promoter of the Grands Prix Cyclistes de Québec et de Montréal, the only UCI WorldTour events
presented in the Americas since 2010. It is also the promoter of the Critérium national de Montréal for elite Canadian men and
women cyclists. The group has recognized expertise in television production. It produces content that meets the most demanding
standards for sports events and delivers television signals to the leading sports broadcasters in the country and the world. Its
mission is to generate emotion through sports and bring together sports fans, the elite and spectators, driven by the desire to make
Québec and Canada shine beyond their borders.

ABOUT BENEVA

Beneva was created by the coming together of La Capitale and SSQ Insurance to become the largest mutual insurance company in
Canada with more than 3.5 million members and customers. Beneva employs over 5,000 dedicated employees: people looking out
for people. Its human approach is rooted in mutualist values that are shared by its employees. With $25 billion in assets, Beneva
positions itself as a major player in the insurance and financial services industry. Its head office is located in Quebec City. For more
information, please consult beneva.ca

—-30-
PRESS KIT HERE

CONTACTS > Véronique Lavoie, Public Relations Officer, 514 554-2161, info@veroniguelavoie.com



https://gpcqm.ca/en/
https://gpcqm.ca/en/national-criterium/
https://beneva.ca/en
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/17yyCh7BOkXyomyWaodHTxhevaVzmmEpo
mailto:info@veroniquelavoie.com

